MDM10 Module Specification

	Title
	Research Methods and Critical Appraisal

	Code
	MDM10

	Level
	7

	Credit rating
	20 credits

	Pre-requisites
	Students must be registered on a higher degree course (M level or above) or be working in an environment where research is a major part of day-to-day activity.  

	Type of module
	Taught over 5 days in one week – or over a semester.

	Aims
	The module aims to: 

· Equip participants with an understanding of quantitative and qualitative research methodologies and methods.

· Provide them with skills of literature searching and critical appraisal.

· Facilitate the development of a soundly structured and clearly justified research proposal in their specialist area.



	Learning outcomes/
objectives
	On successful completion of the module, the students will be able to:

· demonstrate a critical understanding and evaluation of major research designs and their relative strengths and limitations
· systematically develop and justify a chosen research approach and methodology to investigate a specific topic within their subject
· produce a research proposal which demonstrates appreciation of scientific methods appropriate to their specialist area
· critically appraise a variety of research papers across a range of study designs
· carry out an appropriate, rigorous review of the literature
· Be aware of ethical and governance issues in research


	Content
	· Ontology, Epistemology and Methodology
· Overview of research methods
· Quantitative research methodology, study design and data analysis
· Qualitative research methodology, study design and data analysis
· Populations and sampling
· Primary and secondary data

· Developing a research question
· Literature search strategy
· Critical appraisal of research literature

· Research ethics and governance
· Obtaining informed consent
· Introduction to statistics and hypothesis testing
Developing a research proposal.


	Teaching and learning strategies
	· Lectures

· Discussion groups

· Workshops

· Self-Directed learning.


	Learning support

	A list of core / recommended reading is available in the Module Handbook which can be found on StudentCentral


	Assessment tasks
	Formative:
Students will have the option to submit a 1,000 word piece of work related to the final assignment. This will provide the opportunity for feedback.

Summative:
3,000 word assignment in which the students: 
· introduce and define a research issue and research question within their specialty;

· conduct a search of the literature and critique relevant papers;

· critique the main research methodologies and methods and justifies the choice of their methods for their proposed project;

· provide an outline research proposal.

Plus: a 500 word Reflective Account of how the module has impacted upon their work. (Unmarked)

	Brief description of module content and/or aims (maximum 80 words)
	The module aims to provide students with an understanding of how to use evidence in their specialist area. It aims to provide students with an understanding of research methods in health and social care and the ability to relate appropriate methods to research questions. Students will be equipped to search and critically review the literature, to develop and justify a research proposal, and to anticipate potential ethical issues in their research proposal.

	Area examination board to which module relates
	IPGM – Area Examination Board

	Module team
	Mr John Anderson (Module Leader)

Ms Cheryl Francis/Katie Street (Library)

Dr Bryony Hughes (Global Health)

Dr Abid Raza 

Dr Naji Tabet 

Dr Richard Whale

	Semester offered, where appropriate
	Semester 1 & 2.  Delivered up to 7 times per annum.

	Site where delivered
	Falmer or any of the Universities’ campuses

	Date of first approval
	2000

	Date of last revision
	July 2009

	Date of approval of this version
	March 2012

	Version number
	4

	Replacement for previous module
	Not applicable

	Field for which module is acceptable and status in that field
	Medicine, Surgery, Global Health, Public Health, Nursing, Health Visiting, Midwifery, Allied Health Professions, Social Care.

	Course(s) for which module is acceptable and status in course
	To include courses:

MA in Leadership and Management in Health Care, 

MSc Professional Development for GPs, MSc Psychiatry, 

MSc Nephrology 

MSc Public Health 

MSc Global Health 

MSc Cardiology 

MSc Diabetes
MA Clinical Studies
MA Advanced Nurse Practitioner 

GPHSS, PhD

MA's in (International) Health Promotion

MSc Clinical Studies 

MSc Advanced Nurse Practitioner 

MSc Health
iMSc in Medical Education

This is a mandatory module for Diploma and MSc routes in BSMS – Postgraduate Medicine (Division of Medical Education).



	School home
	IPGM

	External examiner 
	Dr Emma Plugge (University of Oxford)


2

